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TO THE 
READER 


Welcome to issue number 2 of BLACK 
AUTONOMY! 

You may have noticed some minor 
changes in the format since our last issue. 
First, we’ré coming to you on newsprint. 
Second, our number of pages has decreased 
slightly. The reason for the changes is due 
to the lack of funds to afford a magazine- 
style format, as well as our goal to come out 
more often at a higher volume of copies, 
and to lower our costs to produce the paper 
(which is passed on to the reader). 


Much correspondence has been going on 
since our last issue, producing a disscussion 
bulletin and the Federation of Black Com- 
munity Partisans (FBCP) political statement 
and provisional 10-point program, both of 
which are in this issue. 

Lorenzo Komboa Ervin has recently 
wrapped up a conference with other anti- 
authoritarian forces in Britain, the results of 
which look promising. We have made 
contact with a people of color pro-revolu- 
tion organization over there called Indepen- 
dent Panther U.K. which we hope to forge a 
principled, working relationship with in the 


_ hear future. Those brothers and sisters are 


providing a hell of an example of the 
merger of theory and practice; doing every- 
thing from holding educational forums on 
our Black history and culture from a serious 
class perspective to confronting racist police 
and other fascists in the streets of London 
and elsewhwere, dishing out some of that 


E-Mail- quawk @eskimo.com 

(206) 587-2126 

For advertising or bulk rates ,please write. 
BLACK AUTONOMY, A Newspaper of 
Anarchism and Black Revolution, is pub- 
lished quarterly by the Federation of Black 
Community Partisans. Cover price is $1.00. 
Prisoners receive copies absolutely FREE ( 
Prisoners: When you send for a subscription 
be sure and let us know what the rules and 
regulations are at the facility you’re in to 
insure a rapid delivery of your newspaper)! 
Subscriptions are $10.00 per year. Back 
issues are $1.00 per issue. Unauthorized 
reproduction by law enforcement, govern- 
ment agencies, individual reactionaries, or 
by reactionary organizations ( be they 
conservatives/liberals, Nazis/Klan, or 
authoritarian Marxist-Leninist groups) are 
strictly prohibited. In other words; if we 
find out, retribution will be swift and merci- 
less. No comprimise in the defense of Black 
culture; No comprimise in defense of Black 
Liberation or Class Liberation! 


A WORD ON SUBMISSIONS/ 
CORRESPONDENCE: 

We are still plagued by the problems associ- 
ated with nosy postal inspectors. Since we 
advised folks to tape up parcels and letters 
to us and to send disks via certified or 
registered mail, the postal service has now 
resorted to just holding on to our mail, until 
they feel like sending it on to us. Please 
continue to exercise procautions when 
sending material to us; especially docu- 
ments on disk. Thank You. I know its a pain 
in the ass, but its just one more reason why 
we exist and wh we do > what we do. ei 






“revolutionary poor peoples’ justice’*( also — 


known as a good, old fashioned ass- zhp; 
ping ). Props and solidarity to you all....! 

On Wenesday, November 23rd, I got 
the chance to take the FBCP’s Black Au- 
tonomist message to brothers and sisters 
within Houston’s Hip-Hop scene via the 
radio waves in an interview with Bilal Nine 
on KPFT 90.1 FM. My thanks to brother 
Bilal for having me on his program. In this 
issue, Bilal has submitted an article which 
orginally appeared in BLACK FIST, a° 
Houston-based Anarchist newspaper. 

Once again I cannot emphasize it 
enough, THIS IS YOUR NEWSPAPER, IF 
YOU CHOOSE IT TO BE! We strongly 
encourage everyone to contact us with your 
thoughts on issues raised in these pages , as 
well as other issues pertaining to the poor 
Black community. Our goal is to make this 
publication a “voice” that not only defends 
the human rights of poor people, but also 
gives other poor people a forum in which to 
be heard, as well as offering analysis and 
suggestions from a poor, Black ,anti-au- 
thoritarian, pro- revolution perspective. 
ONLY YOU CAN MAKE THIS A REAL- 
ITY! ONLY YOU CAN LIBERATE 
YOURSELF! TOGETHER,WE WILL 
MAKE REVOLUTIONARY | 
CHANGE. ..NO MATTER HOW LONG IT 
TAKES! POOR PEOPLE CAN AND 
MUST DO FOR OURSELYES! 
CORRESPONDENCE: 

G. Jackson/ BLACK AUTONOMY- 323 
Broadway ave E. Box #914 Seattle, Wa. 
98102 





ADVERTISING IN 

BLACK AUTONOMY A 
We encourage brothers and sisters to write ` 
us for ad space. It helps us to finance the 
newspaper ( at least until such time that this 
whole exploitive capitalist system is done 
away with ) and it helps our people to 
communicate and network with the larger 
national and international Black community. 
We reserve the right to refuse or pull from 
our pages anything we find objectionable. 
In other words, we won’t use ad space to 
promote groups that dis women, serve the 
Black bourgeosie, advocate candidates for 
political office, preach tired old reactionary 
xenophobic dogmas, or in any other way go 
against our principles and provisional 
program as outlined in this and every future 
issue of Black Autonomy. Ads which 
promote a pro-revolution position or the 
artistic creations of poor Black people are 
especially encouraged. 








“The op- 
pressed 
people of this 
earth make 
up a major- 
ity, not a mi- 
nority. So we 
approach our 
problem as a 
majority that 
can demand, 
not as a mi-~ 
‘nority t that 


“has to beg.” 


Malcolm X. 
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ILOCAL/NATIONAL: 


IRS THREATENS BLACKS WITH 
FINES-Washington,D.C. 

Over 20,000 claims, totaling 
$43,209.00 have been filed with the Inter- 
nal Revenue Service for monies owed to the 
descendants of African slaves as mandated 
in a little known 1866 law passed in the 
wake of the Civil War. At that time, Con- 
gress passed a bill promising reparations to 
former slaves amounting to 40 acres and a 
mule per person out of confiscated Confed- 
erate property. The bill was vetoed by then 
President Andrew Jackson. All of the claims 
have been denied and the IRS went on to 
futher state that if anymore “frivolous” 
claims were made by Blacks, they would be 
subject to a $500.00 fine per claim 
filed.[What part of “shut up, nigger” do we 
not understand; yet another reason for 
armed revolution-ed]. 


WHITE HOUSE SPRAYED WITH 
GUNFIRE-Washington,D.C. 

A Colorado man, identified as 
Francisco Martin Duran, was taken into 
Federal custody after firing 30 rounds of 
ammunition from an SKS semi- automatic 
sylvania Avenue sideof 
the White House. It was the second uncon- 
tested attack in a period of six weeks on 
President Clinton’s residence since another 
disillusioned individual crashed his small 
plane into the side of it, killing himself. 
Pesident Clinton, his family, or anyone else 
was injured in the attack except for Duran 
himself when bystanders tackled him and 
held him for Secret Service agents. No 
motive was apparent in the attack, although 
Duran told his wife shortly before he left 
home that he would be purchasing the gun 
for “target practice” purposes. So far, the 
Secret Service is claiming that he acted 
alone. 








Dan 
Penn 


SEATTLE PIG FACING 11 YEARS IN 
PRISON FOR ASSAULT-Seattle, Wa. 

A Seattle police officer faces 11 
years in prison after going on a rampage and 
firing 11 rounds at a friend of his wife, 
hitting the 36 year-old man four times. A 
King Count Superior Court judge struck 
down the officer’s claim that he was suffer- 
ing from post-traumatic stress syndrome at 
the time of the attack. Rod Hamlet, a 19 
year Seattle Police Department patrolman 
and Vietnam War veteran, was off-duty 
when he flew into a jealous rage and shot 
Raymond Washington in the couple’s South 
Seattle home. He’s been retired from police 
duty with full disability since the incident. 


SEATTLE PIG CHARGED WITH 
CHILD RAPE-Seattle, Wa. 

Prosecutors have filed charges against 46 
year-old Seattle police officer Alan Hamp- 


ton for an alleged sexual relationship he 
had with his wife’s niece from November 
,1993 through September of this year. Bail 
has been set at $100,000.00, because of 
Hampton’s threats to leave the state, as 
well as to bring his relatives here to “ take 
care of the situation” if any other officers 
or the girl ( now 15) testify against him. 
Prosecutors claim to have in their 
possesion nude photographs of the girl 
taken by the officer, as well as letters to 
her authored by Hampton filled with 
sexually explicit language and a professed 
willingness to kill his wife, so as to con- 
tinue the relationship. The girl did not go 
to prosecutors about this until she had 
moved to Denver; safely away from 
Hampton who had also threatened her with 
physical violence if she told anyone about 
the abuse. Officer Hampton has been 
suspended from the SPD with full paid 
leave since being arrested. 


STATE PATROL PIG FORCES 
COUPLE TO GO TO PRO-LIFE 
LECTURE -Issaquah, Wa. 

A Washington State Patrol Officer 
is facing criminal charges for forcing a 
young couple he stopped for speeding to 
follow him to a “Pro-Life” lecture at a 
local church once he found out that they 
were late for an appointment at an abortion 
clinic. According to the couple’s lawyer, 
the officer told them that he was willing to 
not write out a speeding ticket if they 
followed him to a speech against abortion 
at a local Christian church. The F.B.I. is 
investigating to see if their civil rights 
were violated. 


deofe RIG HT-WING VETERANS GROUPS 
LAUNCH RENEWED í CAMPAIGN TO 
BAN FLAG BURNING-Olympia, Wa. 

A right wing coalition of veteran’s 
groups has formed the Citizen’s Flag 
Alliance to put the issue of burning the 
U.S. flag back on the agenda in Congress. 
This time, as was proposed in 1990, the 
group wants to add an amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution that would make it a 
Federal crime to burn the “Stars and 
Stripes”/ or from our African ancestors 
perspective: the “Whips and Chains”-ed. ] 
for any reason. Resolutions to encourage 
the U.S. Congress to pass such an amend- 
ment have passed in all but six states. 
States that haven’t passed such a resolu- 
tion are Washington, Oregon, Hawaii, 
lowa, Kentucky, and Vermont. The coali- 
tion under the banner of the Citizen’s Flag 
Alliance include the American Legion, the 
Elks Club, and the Moose Lodges. Their 
membership is estimated at 25 million. 


AFFECTS OF NAFTA AGREEMENT 
ALREADY BEING FELT 
NATIONWIDE-Washington,D.C. 

At least 52,000 U.S. workers have 
been displaced from their jobs and have 
applied for unemployment benefits from 
the Department of Labor, despite the 
rhetoric coming out the mouths of Bill 
Cliton and the rest of the administration. 
Since NAFTA was passed, U.S. exports to 
Mexico have increased 16% while inports 
from Mexico have increased by 21% 





BLACKS EXPOSE “THE BELL CURVE” 
AS A RIGHT- WING ATTACK ON OUR 
PEOPLE-Boston, Massachusettes 
In a renewed attack on African- 

Americans, authors Richard Herrstein and 
Charles Murray have released a book entitled 
“The Bell Curve”, as their contribution 
towards the ever-present demomgogic, 
authoritarian rhetoric and dogma of the 
Republican Party. The book claims that there 

is “scientific” evidence of lower IQ amongst 
Black people as compared to Europeans , and 
thus we are “hopeless” when it comes to our 
collective betterment. Of course, all the 
liberal Uncle Tom dogmatists ( Jesse 
Jackson,etc) came out against the book. 
Jackson called it “racist tripe” and “ dishon- 
est pseudo-science”. Conservative Uncle 
Tom reactionary dogmatist Thomas Sowell 
praised the book as “solid scholarship, 
although there are somethings I disagree 
with”. Critics of the book of all political 
persuations agree that policy laid down by 
the dominant Republican influence in Con- 
gress will be shaped largely by the “solu- 
tions” to social problems that its authors put 
forward. 





ee aa 
SEATTLE POLICE OFFICERS GUILD 
FILES LAWSUITS AGAINST THOSE 
WHO COMPLAIN-Seattle, Wa. 

Citizens who make complaints 
against police officers could find themselves 
in court. Thats what several defendants have 
found out after recieving a summonds to 
appear in front of a judge. In addition, the 
Seattle police department's internal investiga- 
tions unit has absolute power in deciding 
which complaints it deems worthy of investi- 
gation. This of course means that the majority 
are found to be “lacking signifigant evi- 
dence” or “ unfounded” and the few which 
are found to be credable leave the 
complaintant open to attack from a politically 
and financially powerful policeman’s union. 


Hi, I’m going to kick your asi 


. . „and get away with it) 








BOY INJURED BY STRAY BULLET 
FIRED BY WHITE SUPREMACIST- 
Parkland, Wa: 

An 11 year-old African-American 
boy was hit in the arm by a stray bullet 
intended for an older Black male fired by a 
white teen armed with a semi automatic 
pistol. According to the pigs, the white teen 
is a self-proclaimed white supremacist with 
ties to a right-wing extremist group that 
has been operating in this suburb of 
Tacoma, Washington. The shooting occured 
at about 7:30 pm while teen was with two 
friends in the parking lot of a convience 
store. The African-American adult they 
apparently were aiming at was just across 
the parking lot from them. He was not hurt. 
The teen who fired the gun was arrested. 
The 11 year old was treated at nearby 
St.Clare Hospital and released. 





WOMAN LOSES LIMB WHEN BOMB 
DETONATES AT FEDERAL 
BUILDING-Seattle,Wa. 

An 18-year old woman lost her right 
hand when the pipe bomb she was carrying 
exploded. Police bomb experts also found 
pipe bombs hidden in a trash can and in the 
women’s restroom of the Federal Building, 
located in downtown Seattle. She also 
suffered injuries from flying shrapnel to her 
face and chest. Her motive still remains 
unclear and witnesses say she was seen 
hanging around outside and babbling to 
herself shortly before the blast. Upon arrival 
at Harborview Medical Center, the trauma 
unit was closed off while bomb squad 
officers disarmed two other explosive 
devices that were found on her person. 
Charges have not yet been filed... 


SMALL RIOT ERUPTS DURING 
HOMELESS PROTEST-Seattle, Wa. 

An estimated 250 to 300 homeless 
youth who live in and around the Capital 
Hill neighboorhood of Seattle took to the 
streets to protest the beating of two of their 
friends by Seattle police, as well as the 
continued harrassment of homeless persons 
by the police department; as part of the 
city’s Anti- Panhandling/sittting ordinance. 
The violence occured after police charged 
the demonstrators who did not disperse 
“fast enough” for the peckerwoods in blue. 
Bystanders and protesters alike were 
sprayed with mace and two women were 
knocked to the ground. One was two 
months pregnant; the other elderly. Mayor 
Norm Rice said on television that he felt 
that his officers “handled the incident with 
professionalism and restraint’. 

A video tape made of the riot shows blatant 
abuses by pigs, such as the aforementioned 
brutality used upon the pregnant woman. 
The protest was organized by homeless 
youth and militant white anarchists and 
supported by liberal and christian activists, 
as well as authoritarian communist and 
socialist party members. 


RIOT ERUPTS AFTER WHITE PIG 
KILLS BLACK YOUTH-Lexington, 
Kentucky 

Approximatly 500 African-American 
youths smashed windows in a downtown 
business district and threw rocks and bottles 





eens 


at passing cars in the wake of the shooting 
of a young Black man by a Lexington 
police officer. The officer claims that the 
shooting was “accidental”, but several 
witnesses have come forward, claiming that 
they in fact saw the cop draw his gun, place 
the end of the barrel in the back of the 
man’s head, and pull the trigger. The youth 
was indentified as 18 year-old Antonio 
Orlando Sullivan. As expected the mayor 
Pam Miller, police chief Larry Walsh, and 
their Uncle Tom / Reactionary flunkies 
from the middle and upper-class sections of 
the Black community are “appealing for 
calm” until the investigation is complete. 
Police Sgt. Phil Vogel, the pig who fired the 
fatal shot, has been relieved of duty [ 
Chaulk this one up as yet one more reason 
for armed revolution-ed.] . 


ANTI-IMMIGRANT LEGISLATION 
PASSES IN CALIFORNIA-Fresno,San 
Francisco, LA 

Thousands of protesters, mostly 
Latino high school students, took to the 
streets once again in opposition to the now 
newly passed “Propositon 187”. The propo- 
sition, widely supported by both democrat 
and republican sections of the white 
bourgeosie, would deny basic public ser- 
vices such as rent assistance, public educa- 
tion, and food stamps to illegal immigrants 
and their families. Police in L.A. were put 
on full alert and the National Guard was 
positioned in around Latino 
neighboorhoods-to prevent any violent 
backlash from the most directly affected and 
their supporters. The newly passed law has 
been blocked temporarily by a federal judge 
until a decision on its constitutionality is 
reached.: Since tl the 1e first protests began, _ 
several hundred have been arrested on a 
variety of charges. In a sign of potential 
things to come,the Proposition’s fear-based 
rhetoric has already claimed the life of 12 
year-old Julio Cano, whose immigrant 
parents were too afraid to take him to a 
hospital for treatment, because they thought 
they and their son would be deported. They 
instead postponed treatment, for what was 
later diagnosed as leukemia, while trying to 
raise $60 to pay a private physican to see 
him. 


RIGHT WING FORCES GEAR-UP TO 
MAKE ANTI-IMMIGRANT 
LEGISLATION PART OF THE U.S. 
CONSTITUTION- Phoenix, Arizona 

In the wake of overwhelming voter 
approval of California’s Fascist Proposition 
187, enemies of the poor and people of 
color are announcing petition drives in 
individual states, as well as a proposal to 
add anti-immigrant legislation as an amend- 
ment to the U.S. Constitution. An organizer 
in Arizona, a retired aircraft engineer, was 
quoted in the Associated Press as saying, “ 
In Arizona, I believe we’ll get a 66% ap- 
proval. In California, they passed it with a 
59% majority. This isn’t a racial issue. My 
friends have never heard a racist word out 
of my mouth. 1 just don’t like wetbacks.” 


WEFARE REFORM PLAN WILL EFFECT } 


CHILDREN MOST-Washington,D.C. 
In a report released by the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) dated 


October 27,1993 it is stated that out of 27.3 
million people recieving food-stamp — 
assistance, over half (51.4%) of them are 
children. The Republican plan to 
consolodate Federal aid programs and 
instead give lum sum ammounts to indi- 
vidual states has many alarmed because 
included in this plan is a reform outlined in 
the Republican Party’s “Contract with 
Amerikkka” which states that spending on 
nutrition programs would be capped. 


International News: 


POLICE BUS BOMBED-Athens,Greece 

A senior police official was killed 
and 15 others injured when an explosive 
went off on board a bus carrying police 
officers on the outskirts of Athens. A group 
calling itsself the “Revolutionary Popular 
Struggle” claimed responsibility. According 
to their communique, the policie were 
targetted because of their ties to the C.I.A. 
in the United States. 


-RACISM IN EUROPE ON THE RISE- 


Bonn, Germany 

The Center For Turkish Studies in 
report which will be the subject of a two- 
day conference claims that arson attacks 
against foreigners, including many North 
African migrant workers, has increased 
sharply not only in Germany, but through- 
out Europe. Increased tensions amongst 
people of color and whites due to economic 
hardships and police brutality are also cited 
in the report. 


YELTSIN ORDERS, ATTACK ON 
REPUBLIC STRUGGLING FOR = 
INDEPENDENCE-Grozny, Russia. 


te 


- Twordays after Russian president’ === 


Boris Yeltsin issued a “cease fire or else” 
statement for the republic of Chechnya, 
Russian MiG and SU-27 fighter planes 
heavily bombed the airport in the capital of 
Chechnya, Grozny; destroying four civilian 
aircraft on the ground. Chechnyan forces 
claim to have downed one of the Russian 
planes. War has raged in and around this 
tiny area, situated in the Caucasus moun- 
tains since 1991 when it declared its inde- 
pendence from Russia. That same year, 
Yeltsin sent troops into the area, but pulled 
back after meeting fierce, popular resistance 
from the mostly Muslim populace. Since the 
inital pull-out Russian troops-have main- 
tained a presence near the region, supplying 
weapons and mercenaries to Pro-Moscow 
forces amongst Chechnya’s non-Muslim 
population. The Russian military claims that 
no order was issued to bomb the area. 





ts | 





Supporters of independence for Chechnya carry the remains of an opposition. ater 
after an attack by opposition forces Saturday in Grozny, the capital. 











FARMERS AND STUDENTS BATTLE 
POLICE OVER GATT TREATY-Seoul, 
South Korea. 

Police clashed with 20,000 protest- 
ing rice farmers and students demonstrating 
against the opening of the nation’s rice 
market as part of the General Agreement On 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). As the protesters 
attempted to charge the National Assembly 
building police forces opened up with tear 
gas, rubber bullets,and clubs, injuring 
several. 


FORMER LEADERS OF COMMUNIST 
DICTATORSHIP PUT ON TRIAL-Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia 

66 former leaders of Ethiopia’s 
Marxist-Leninist party Dergue ( Provisinal 
Military Administrative Committee) are 
going on trial for murdering an estimated 
150,000 people during their reign of power 
from 1974 to 1991. All of them face the 
death penalty for crimes against humanity 
and genocide. Twenty of the original 73 live 
outside of Ethiopia or are presumed dead. 

caret Besides killing ideological Tivals, they also 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS ARRESTED stand accused of killing another 100,000 in 
FOR DEALING WITH CRIMINALS forced relocation programs, the torture and 









THEMSELVES-Lima,Peru disappearance of another 2,000 and the 
Four people were arrested in the Starvation of close to a million due to 
slum of San Francisco de la Cruz for the famine aggravated by a failed agrarian 
lynching of a burglar who was caught in policy; a list of 209 charges in all. Another 
the act of stealing a television set. The 3,000 party rank and file members could 
harsh reprisal of the community towards the also face similar charges. Megistu Haile 
Suspect was in response to the lack of Mariam, speaking from his luxury villa in 
attention given to poor people and their Zimbabwe, denied all charges insisting that 
property by local law enforcement. the new ruling government is fabricating 
Kidnappings ,rape, assault, theft, and evidence and paying people to testify 
homicide are common place in this ghetto against him and other defendants. Megistu 
BATTLES AGAINST ENGLAND’S area, which is surrounded by an upper class Came to power in 1974 after overthrowing 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE BILL neighborhood. “If they had not assaulted the Emperor Haile Selassie and killing 60 
CONTINUE-London, England thief,he could have come back with a knife Members of his cabinet, In 1991, Megistu 
' Ina street battle with police, which or something like that and calmly killed”, himself was overthrown and has been in 
organizers called Britain’s largest civil said one resident, “ Practically the whole exile ever since. 
rights march, 10,000-20,000 opponents of town did it. It was self-defense.” “ People 






























England's new “Criminal Justice Bill” are tired of the excuses the police make for 
burned cars, demolished a bus shelter, and not helping us”, said another. This was the 
injured several pigs in the process. The bill first time in which a suspect was actually aM 
would do away with a defendant’s right to killed for comitting a crime in this shanty of 
remain silent, stiffens penalties for urban 200,000. Many others have been punished 
squatting, and places manditory life sen-.. with various meth ods short.of execution, — 
tences on a host of additional offences. 
a PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATION 
= TURNS VIOLENT ON ANNIVERSARY 
OF BOLSHEVIK REVOLTUION-Kiey, 
Ukraine 
: Thousands of Nationalists and 
Fascists armed with knives, clubs, and flag 
poles clashed with 8,000 pro-Communist 
marchers and police. The march had been 
organized to commemorate the Bolshevik ( 
Communist) coup of the Russian govern- 
ment, led by Vladimir Lenin, in October 
1917 and the subsequent 70+ years of 
Communist rule in the Russian republics. 10 
protesters were arrested and hundreds more 
were hospitalized when the Nationalists 
tried to block access to a rallying point for 
the Pro-Communists at the base of a statue 
of Lenin at which time the police began 
swinging their billy clubs wildly at anyone 
they percieved to be a threat. 













a PE CEEE, 
4 “Long live revolutionary labor discipline.” Red Army soldiers 1n tor- 
| mation, Moscow, 1920. {Al’bom Revoliutsionnoi Rossii/Album of 
Revolutionary Russia, circa 1920) 
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WORKING TOGETHER CAN 
THERE EVER BE HOPE FOR THE FUTURE! 












A LETTER 10 THE 
PEOPLE. . 


The New Crime Bill’s 
Political Genocide and 


Neo-Concentration Camps. 
By Mark Cook 
[ Editor's Note: Mark Cook is an African- 
American political prisoner who is being 
held at the Washington State Reformatory in 
Monroe stemming from his activities as a 
member of the armed Leftist group ,the 
George Jackson Brigade; which operated in 
the Seattle area in the early to mid 1970's. 
Prior to that he was a lieutenant in the 
Walla Walla chapter of the Black Panther 
Party. Black Autonomy received the 
following letter from Mark and I thought 
that it would do a great disservice to Black 
people to not publish it. Brother Mark 
agreed and so here it is. We especially 
encourage our brothers and sisters who 
employ themselves through gang activity to 
read the following very carefully. The letter 
has been edited for length. ] 









You asked what do I think the direct 
effect the new Federal and State crime bills 
will have on poor Black people. So, here are 


. my thoughts on the New Crime Bill’s 


Political Genocide. 
The most obvious effect is that it will 
disenfranchise African- 


„Americans...politically. That is to say, that... 
those African-Americans that are eligible to 


vote because of age will become ineligible 
upon felony conviction and will remain 
ineligible until their civil rights are restored 
according to the respective state laws. In the 
present political scheme of the USA where 
the major political blocs are either right or 
left, the felony convictions of African- 
American adults will have a greater disen- 
franchisement effect on the left than on the 
right. The establishment left is reformist and 
the establishment right is anti-reformist and 
quite reactionary. I believe the new federal 
and state crime bills will critically increase 
the political power of the right by disenfran- 
chisement of the political power of the left, 
which is supported significantly by the 
working class, the voting poor, and the 
predominate non-European Americans. 

The racist nature of the US criminal 
justice system cannot be separated from the 
racist nature of the USA social and eco- 
nomic climate. Figures released by the US 
Department of Justice on October 27, 1994 
show incarceration rates of 1,432 African- 
American inmates per 100,000 African- 
American residents in the USA and 203 
European American inmates per 100,000 
European American USA residents. 
African-Americans in prison and in the 
general society are also effected by 
classism. There are two classes of people in 
the world: the bosses and the workers. I 
must assume from my thirty plus years 
experience in prison that close to 98% of 
all US inmates come from the working 
class. The bosses have structured the law so 






that any violations of the law they involve 
themselves in result most regularly in civil 
penalties. This year the US placed its 
millionth working class person in a prison 
cell for the first time in history. This does 
not include people in county or city jails ( 
about 500,000), those on parole ( about 
600,000) ,those on probation ( about 3 
million ), or those in juvenile facilities ( 
about 60,000).These statistics come from 
studies done by the US Department of 
Justice. The US has the highest incarcera- 
tion of working class people in the world 
compared with any other country. No 
wonder the political right’s power, domi- 
nated by the bosses and the unconscious 
working class that support them, appears to 
be escalating! 

John Erwin and James Austin who 
often prepare reports for the National 
Council on Crime and Delinquency predict 
in their new book “It’s About Time”, that 
based on the new crime bills, we will see on 
any given day well over half of all African- 
American men aged 18 to 44 in prison. 
They put it thus, “It would mean that most 
of the nation’s 5.5 million Black males age 
18 to 39 would be incarcerated.” 

Given those statistics, the attrition of Afri- 
can-American voters due to felony convic- 
tion and/or imprisonment will have a devas- 
tating effect on the political power of the 
African-American working class, especially 
the poor. 


You also wanted to know what I thought the 


connection might be between those bills and 
the prison industry. Well, there is a little 
known Washington State statute that took 
effect this year that is geared toward escalat- 
ing prison industry/prisoner population. The 
State has actually set in motion a plan to 
increase the prison industries premised on 
the expected rise in prison population. State 
prisons are to be labor neo- concentration 
camps. The relative statute that will be 
relied upon to establish these labor camps is 
RCW 72.09.111. The statute projects new 
minimum wage jobs but there is to be a 
special prisoners’ tax deduction amounting 
to about 20% over and above the regular 
state and federal [income] taxes. About 5% 
will go to a victims’ compensation fund and 
about 15% will go toward costs of incar- 
ceration. This statute was enacted under a 
“rider” attached to a 100 page juvenile bill. 
At present, I personally am paying 
the 5% victims’ compensation tax. Ordi- 
narily, payments into a victims’ compensa- 
tion fund are court ordered at the time of 
sentencing, giving a defendant time to 
appeal. In my case, I never received such a 
sentence. Apparently, the legislature feels 
certain aspects of a sentence should not be 
appealable, regardless of whether or not 















nent. Now, since the political right has 
taken power, a new philosophy of profit 
z industry has been introduced into prisons. 
f Profits and taxes? Another topic for later 
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there was a victim to be compensated. 
Anyway, back to the prison industry plan. 
The statutes are long and detailed but what 
they are saying is that the state will estab- 
lish prison labor at minimum wages and 
above, competing with non-prison labor. 
The advantages for private and public 
industry? Prisoners and their families get 
none of the benefits afforded non-prisoner 
workers, such as guaranteed dental/medical 
coverage or union protection from poor or 
hazardous working conditions, etc. Nor will 
they be eligible to collect social security 
when they are released. 

One of the prison industry jobs presently 
being performed at the Washington State 
Reformatory is telemarketing. This com- 
petes directly with the non-prisoner labor 
market and is far less costly [ to the capital- 
ist]. In fact, a political candidate in the 
recent 1994 elections won an election by 
using prisoner telemarketing services in his 
campaign[!] The non-prisoner working class 
should be made aware of what is happening 
in prison industries and demand that prison- 
ers be given the same benefits and union 
protections if they are to compete with non- 
prisoner labor. One of the requirements for 
those prisoners interested in the industrial 
jobs is that the prisoner must have a sub- 
stantially lengthy sentence so it will be cost 
effective to train that person and expect a 
-long term commitment to the job. I do want 
to point out that the state classifies all 
prisoner jobs as “ industrial”. I work asa 
law librarian and my job is also considered 


M “industrial”. 
Greg, prisons used to run orf the alternative anani 


philosophies of rehabilitation or punish- 


discussion but in brief, profits and taxes are 
expropriated wages from the working class. 
I have to cut this short because I have a lot 
of reading to get caught up on. I’ll get back 
with you again real soon. 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 

[If you’re interested in supporting the 
campaign to free Mark Cook write-to:The 
Mark Cook Freedom Committee. P.O. Box 
85763, Seattle, Wa. 98145-2763. Or you can 
write to Mark directly: Mark Cook #027100 
B3-05. Washington State Reformatory, 
P.O.Box 777 Monroe, Wa. 98272-0777] 


Mark Cook at the Sheridan Fed: 
prison in October, 1993 
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G.Jackson 


By the time you read this, the Re- 
publican party will hold most of the seats in 
the House and Senate; as well as key posts 
such as the Governorship and other state 
leadershi, posts throughout Amerikkka. 
The reason for this “coup” by the right-wing 
is that the economic situation that we all 
know to be bad for those of us who are poor 
is now starting to be felt amongst the white 
middle-class and the wealthy. Their afflu- 
ence, and thus social status is now being 
severely threatened. Slowly, but surely, they 
feel their white skin privilege does not 
insure them against the short-sighted fiscal 
policies developed by their leaders, starting 
with Ronald Reagan, which they had hoped 
would further enrichen them and only them. 

The middle-class are mere pawns in 
this sick game played between the rich and 
their government. The rich understand, as 
we do, that the middle-class are the deciding 
factor between revolution or more of the 
same bullshit, or the rise of even more 
fascistic actions and ideology . The middle- 
class is a “buffer zone” between us and 
them. At times, in fact most of the time, the 
lines of thought blur between the middle- 
class and the rich. In their group identity as 
“white” people, they tend to support rigi 
dogmatic, authoritarian policies that sup 
port. both their classes, despite the minor 
antagonism between the two. This antago- 
nism is lessened because both have a com- 
mon enemy to continue to surpress...us. 
Their differences lie in their methods of 
oppression ( For example, Republicans want 
more guns for themselves while the Demo- 
crats want more guns for their police offic- 
ers) and in the fact that the middle-class 
only sees their class status as a transitional 
stage while they wait for their “golden 
opportunity” to become just like the rich 
bastards that they so despise. This is why 
they hold on and continue to believe that a 
mere “changing of the guard”, a swapping 
of a Democrat majority for a Republican 
one, will make everything better. This is 
what they actually believe; they simply 
cannot come up with any ideas of their own 
that are of a “revolutionary” nature. They 
can’t because they know that this will allow 
us to attain real political power on a large 
collective scale. They also know that large- 
scale revolutionary actions cannot co-exist 
with an authoritarian capitalist society. 
Therefore, the only direction they can go is 
backwards...to become reactionary. This is 
what they want all of us to believe as well. 
They want to convince us to actually enjoy 
our oppression as poor people as well as a 
historically oppressed minority. Even worse, 
our self-appointed Black “leadership” of 
Uncle Tom sell-outs on one end of the 
political spectrum (liberals) and Neo-Fascist 
Black Nationalists (conservatives) on the 
other want us to simply develop ways of 
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putting up with this shit; at least until Jesse 
Jackson becomes the first Black President 
of the U.S. or Allah arrives in a flying 
saucer to assist Louis Farrakhan in the 
creation of an Islamic dictatorship in the 
South. These are simply two sides of the 
same authoritarian coin, their ideologies 
differ very little from that of the Republi- 
cans or Democrats, except that conservative 
Blacks have more of a “do-it -yourself’ 
mentality which in reality translates to “do 
on to others, before they do on to you...and 
do as I say because if you do not, you are 
not righteous and God ( me and my organi- 
zation/followers) will get you!” In the 
meantime, the do-nothingism of “wait and 
pray” or “ vote for me, I'll save you” 
remains just as crippling on Black minds as 
an addiction to crack cocaine or alcohol. It 
simply does not further our collective 
advancement in a direction of real libera- 
tion. While certain individuals may be able 
to buy more goods and services which 
provide a certain amount of “escape” ( 
televisions, VCRs, CD players, cassettes, 
drugs, expensive booze, whores, call girls, 
etc.) for that individual, the realities of 
racism, classism, and other forms of 
authoritarianism remain; thus the person 
remains oppressed...and even more unhappy 
than before, while continuing to make 
excuses for not getting off his or her ass and 
doing something real about it. Or even 
worse...taking that frustration out on other 
poor Black people; usually with a firearm. 
So as far as the State and its various sup- 
porters (of any race) are concerned, you're 
still a “nigger”. Its this very fundemental 
point that middle class and wealthy Blacks 
reat majority of the time; their too 
busy their CO nentality o 
got mine, Fuck all y’all!” The very same 
ideological position that brought all of us 
over here as slaves those short 400+ years 
ago! 

So, now the question is...what can 
we expect from these motherfuckers? I 
would guess much more of the same only 
this time at a much faster rate. While 
“gridlock” will probably be the rule in 
Congress, “lock “em up” will be the iron- 
fisted rule of our neighborhoods. Already 
we have the passage of the “Three Strikes, 
you’re Out!” laws in several states as well 
as part of the recently passed “Crime Bill”, 
both of which are designed to incarcerate 
more people of color and other poor people 
( “out of sight, out of mind”). This has very 
real economic implications as well, since 
many prisons are becoming “privatized” 
and many two-year colleges are now offer- 
ing “Corrections Officer” training so as to 
begin now to train our future overseers. 
Thus, our misery becomes their profit! In 
California ,we witnessed the passing of 
Proposition 187; the anti-immigrant legisla- 
tion which denies so-called “illegal aliens” 
any public schooling , health care, public 
assistance with utility bills, and forces 
teachers, police, social workers, drug/ 
alcohol councilors, psychiatrists, and others 
to report anyone they suspect of being an 
“illegal alien” to the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS). So, we can 
expect more police harassment of Mexicans 
and other Spanish speaking peoples in the 
barrios and elsewhere; which goes back to 








the point I made about the relationship 
between “Three strikes, You’re Out!” and 
the running of prisons by private corpora- 
tions, as more and more Hispanics are 
denied even a scarce minimum of assistance 
and turn to crime as a means of survival. 
Instead of fattening white-minded, capital- 
ist, authoritarians by dying under a blazing 
sun doing farm labor, they will instead 
make that same class of “people” rich by 
dying in the isolating cofines of 
Amerikkkan gulags. Groups of dissatisfied 
white right-wingers have now set their 
sights on making measures such as Prop. 
187 a part of the U.S. Constitution, includ- 
ing reversing legislation which allows 
children of immigrant parents “automatic 
citizenship” if they are born in this country. 
Couple all of this with the rest of the white- 
authoritarian agenda ( Welfare “Reform”, 
Prayer in Schools, increased defense spend- 
ing , and a general roll-back of civil rights 
and pro-choice legislation ), we can see 
clearly that the on-going campaign to 
suppress and silence the collective voice of 
the poor and Black is entering a new stage 
of development. So far, they have caught us 
with our pants down, because we remain 
silent as our self-appointed leaders lead us 
to our doom due to their inherently self- 
serving interests ( such is the nature of 
anyone who is an authoritarian) and distinct 
lack of ideas which could propel our com- 
munity forward in a fully revolutionary 
manner; so all of us can realize our fullest 
potential. Now is the time to create a full- 
on, revolutionary culture of Black anti- 
authoritarian resistance; created and main- 
tained by poor Black people! 










can fully empower all of us , one which 
eliminates the class system and challenges 
authoritarian ideology in all aspects of daily 
life, I feel it is important that we all remem- 
ber these key points, especially in light of 
the constant media attack on our people and 
poor people of other races: 





1.) It was our labor and the free labor of our 
ancestors that built this nation. Our only 
“reward” was that we were allowed to 
live....so as to make more money for the 
capitalist class. In order for these individu- 
als and companies to utilize our labor, they 
had to first take the resources from indig- 
enous people who were civilized enough to 
assist these so-called “good christians” 
when they first arrived. Because the white 
capitalist class couldn’t settle for just 
making a-profit, they even brought in other 
Europeans; those who were of a lower class, 
as “indentured servants” to exploit them for 
their labor. 


2.) Because we were kidnapped and forced 
to work and because we remain exploited 
under the wage system to this day, and 
because this nation was founded by small- 
proprietors and large trading firms (the 
petty-bourgeoisie, bourgeoisie, and capital- 
ist classes) purely for their exclusive ben- 
efit, all laws, traditions, moral values, and 
ideas created by those classes are com- 
pletely meaningless to poor Black people. 






They are only relevant to us because those 
who push this shit are the ones with the 
guns and military/police forces to make it 
relevant to us. It has nothing to do with 
God, morals, right and wrong, or any of 
that...it has everything to do with force and 
the fear of it. 


3.) EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US IS 
OWED REPARATIONS FOR THE FREE 
LABOR OF OUR ANCESTORS. FUR- 
THER, WE, AS PART OF THE WORLD’S 
CLASS OF LABORERS, ARE OWED 
THE FULL BENEFITS OF OUR 
LABOR...NOT JUST A SMALL CRUMB. 
TO ANYONE WITH ANY KNOWLEDGE 
OFTHE LAST 400 YEARS OF HISTORY, 
THE TRUTH IS CLEAR..FREEDOM 
MUST NOT SIMPLY BE DEMANDED, IT 
MUST BE TAKEN! IF THEY WON’T 
GIVE US REPATRIATIONS, WE WILL 
HAVE TO GIVE THEM EXPROPRIA- 
TION AND CLASS WARFARE. 

IF THEY WON’T TAKE THEIR HANDS 
OFF OUR CLASS BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, 
THEN IT IS UP TO US TO CUT OFF THE 
HANDS THAT EXPLOIT AND MUR- 
DER!!! 

From here, its up to you. We can 
only win if everyone in the Black commu- 
nity is down to do this. We who have joined 
together in the Federation of Black Commu- 
nity Partisans have made the decision to 
dedicate ourselves towards revolutionary 
struggle in the U.S., beginning with this 
newspaper; to put forward the ideas and 
concepts of Anti-Authoritarian revolution, 
as mA as pes The aires from both 


spectrum 8 quite clear from this Blaci 
Autonomist’s perspective: “DIE, 
NIGGER!!! DIE, NIGGER!!! DIE! DIE! 
DIE!” So, what are we going to do about it? 


The only solution that makes any kind of 
sense in my mind is one that comes from 
those of us who are the most directly af- 
fected: POOR BLACK PEOPLE. A 
solution that reflects the inner strength, the 
power that resides in each and everyone one 
of us. A power that grows with every racial 
slur, with every economic injustice, and 
with every obstacle that this racist, authori- 
tarian system throws up in front of us to halt 
our progress. We as a collective, and as 
individuals, have what it takes to make a 
successful revolution in the United States. 
What we lack is a step by step plan of action 
and a solid, class-based unity amongst our 
own beautiful Black people and others on 
the lower end of the socio/economic ladder. 
In this issue of BLACK AUTONOMY, 
Lorenzo Komboa Ervin has layed out a 
provisional 10-point program. A program 
that we, as a Federation of Black Commu- 
nity Partisans, have decided to take up as a 
“plan of attack’”/ set of goals for things 
we'd like to see happen. We consider this 
“provisional”, because as the situation 
changes within our organization and in the 
larger world, we realize that a great deal of 
flexibility is necessary so as to progress; 
without deviating from our ultimate goal of 
world-wide, anti-authoritarian revolution. 
This document still lacks one crucial ele- 
ment: YOUR INPUT! In this issue, along 









with our program, is our statement of what 
we are about taken from Lorenzo Ervin’s 
"Anarchism and The Black Revolution” 


ANARCHISM + BLACK 
REVOLUTION= 
NEW BLACK 







The new autonomous politics is 
made up of the anti-authoritarian core of 
Anarchism and many of the tenets of revo- 
lutionary Black nationalism. This combina- 
tion of elements makes up something so 
new that it has not been fully defined before 
now. We will attempt to more sharply define 
what it is that I have been talking about for 
the last fifteen years, and also to place it 
within a historical context so that it can no 
longer be dismissed as an “eclectic mish- 
mash” or “ corruption” of (both) ideals as 
the purists would claim. 

And yet, it should not alarm Anarchist 
ideological “purists” when I speak of a 
Black anarchist politic. First, the early 
Anarchist movement in America always 
reflected the cultural, social, and political 
ideals of the community that produced it. - 
Thus, we had a Germanic-dominated 
Anarcho-Syndicalist tendency during the 
1880's called the International Working 
People’s Association which was strong in 
Chicago, Pittsburgh and other industrial 
cities; a Jewish Anarchist movement in New 
York and other cities during the 1900's, 
wherein some whole newspapers were 
printed in Yiddish; an Italian movement in 
New York, New Jersey, and other areas in 
the 1920’s-30’s and so on. One ethnic group 
a el produced | unique American 


tion Aen e why should anyone even 
be surprised to learn that there will be 
Anarchist movements which culturally and 
politically reflect those communities of 
Africans or Hispanics. In talking about 
Anarchist ideals, we are not talking about 
“orthodoxies” which cannot be revised, we 
are talking about ideas which will be picked 
up, used by millions of oppressed people, 
and adapted to their purpose and circum- 
stances. 

Anarchist purists and other Eurocentric 
ideologues will just have to shudder, be- 
cause it is happening now and there is 
nothing that anybody can do to stop it. Even 
as we are talking, the first slow steps toward 
building the core tendency for what we call 
a FEDERATION OF BLACK COMMU- 
NITY PARTISANS is a reality. Several men 
and women have been influenced by the 
ideas I dared to raise in my pamphlets in the 
1970’°s, but they have taken those ideas, 
made them into a class weapon reflecting 
the African experience on this continent, 
and are taking the first step to free our 
people and our class. It is important that we 
define ourselves, since we are our own 
liberators. We demand that Africans be 
subjects of history, and not mere objects that 
Europeans decide what to do with. 

This great Black sector of humanity has said 
"enough", and has now started to find its 
own voice. There will be no condescending 
saviors out of the mother country, we must 
begin to do this ourselves. Although we 
know the revolutionary project to defeat the 
system of capitalism and enslavement 
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requires millions of other allies who will 
help us, we will decide the agenda, the 
timetable, and the tactics of oer ens « our 
freedom. 

The new Black autonomous politics 
differ from European Anarchism in that we 
are oppressed both as a distinct people and 
as workers. Currently, European Anarchism 
places its greatest contradiction with the 
State in the State’s ability to hold back a 
ftee lifestyle, and this is exactly what we 
cannot limit our critique to. This is a white 
world -view based on their privileged place 
in this society. We realize that historically 
constructed “races” have been created under 
this system, which determine both the 
manner of life and death under this system, 
and that the State upholds this racial/class 
system. It is no accident, and it’s true that 
racism has not been commissioned by 
individual white workers, but they have 
been the beneficiaries of our oppression, 
and Whites are part of the social control 
mechanism of the State. It is nonsense to 
say something otherwise, like “ we are all in 
the same boat” or “all just workers” like the 
American socialist and communist [move- 
ments] have done. We say this is a lie and 
part of a myth about the white working 
class as a vanguard and “working class 
heroes”. 

In addition, we say that [non-white] 
people are super-oppressed because of their 
race under this system, not just their class. 
Anarchism’s limitations to critique this type 
of oppression are quite obvious, and is what 
has resulted in an all-white movement, 
which is confused about how to intervene in 
struggles that involve people of other than 


the nationalism of the oppressed. It has 
always been my project to extend the 
Anarchist ideals to cover new contingencies 
and areas of struggle not foreseen by the 
initiators of the doctrine. 

The Black autonomists also disagree with 
many Anarchists and other White radicals 
because we know that the battle is not just 
against “racism”, or fascist vanguard ele- 
ments like the Nazis or Klan, rather it is the 
system which produces fascism which must 
be destroyed. The capitalist system’s cre- 
ation was based on the enslavement and 
forced labor of African, Asian, and other 
oppressed peoples; the genocide of the 
Native Americans, and the brutal theft of 
the lands of the Hispanic peoples are other 
examples of this oppression. But Europeans 
of all classes benefited from this super- 
exploitation, and capital has created the 
hierarchical structure of race and class 
Oppression we live under. It is extremely 
important to understand that this kind of 
racial stratification is not some deliberate 
ideological nonsense that people of color 
have created themselves, so-called “identity 
movements” as some vulgar socialists call 
them, but has been a function of the State 
from inception, with one’s place in society 
and class privileges riding on the outcome. 
If you are non-white, you will be treated 
one way; if you are white,another. So 
“racism” is a class doctrine, used by the 
State for super-exploitation of certain 
workers and peoples. In fact, I contend that 
racism is the actual class relationship in 
North American society. 





So-called “White” people are a super- 
contrived nationality designed to help the 
capitalists keep workers of color in their 
place and safeguard the status quo. So 
rather than see the white industrial working 
class as a potentially revolutionary class, 
instead we see it as an opportunistic, col- 
laborationist body which must be redefined 
and reorganized if it is to constitute a 
reliable ally and have any ability of fighting 
in its own interest as a new class. 

As Black autonomists, we of course 
disagree with Marxists and other “radicals” 
who claim that an authoritarian party and 
strong leadership cultism is necessary to 
produce a social revolution. But we go 
further and say that neither they or the 
Anarchists can lead us as a people of color ( 
or even themselves) to freedom, even 
though they have been conditioned as 
Europeans to command and rule over 
people of color. We can work with them on 
certain projects or in action on a campaign, 
but they will not determine the agenda or 
outcome of our struggles. 

However, we differ with the Black Nation- 
alists, although we share many basic ideas 
with them. We also believe in and treasure 
many of the traditions and history of our 
people, but believe it must be demystified 
and made into a culture of resistance, rather 
than personality cults or escapism from the 
realities of racism.Further, we do not be- 
lieve in a “race nationalism”, we are not 
xenophobic, do not entertain any racial 
mythology about Europeans, and are not 
seeking to build a Black nation state as the 
answer to our problems. In many respects, 
we know. that Black nation-state-ism will 
defeat our ability to obtain ful ind 
has a limited program for social revolution. 
We are not immune from the laws of social 
nature. We believe the class politics which 
will show itself within any Black state, 
whether an Islamic, secular “new Afrikan” 
or otherwise will result in an extreme class 
differential and economic injustice. We 
believe that a bourgeois class and political 
dictatorship is inevitable, and that revolu- 
tion will ensue even under such a Black 
state, which calls itself “African Socialist”. 
We also believe that historically, Black 
nationalism has asserted itself most force- 
fully as a counter-power movement, that is, 
to organize an interest group which can 
battle for political power inside the system. 
This is what happened to the seemingly 
revolutionary “Black Power” current pro- 
duced by the Student Non-Violent Coordi- 
nating Committee during the 1960’s; it was 
usurped by the Black petty bourgeoisie. In 
addition, those who argue for a State never 
tell how it will be obtained, and many of 
those who arguements are vague and fanci- 
ful. Who really believes that America will 
just grant an Islamic state or give up five 
southern states to Africans just because a 
small faction calling itself a “government - 
in-exile” or even a majority of us want it. 
Why, it would require years of a bloody 
struggle and a major organizing campaign. 
In addition, the only group which even 
talked about conducting a plebiscite to find 
out what form African people believe our 
independence should take was the Panthers. 
Even though I personally have good rela- 
tions with many of these organizations, I 












_ reyolution will be the likely unfolding 
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have a hard time taking these people on this 
issue seriously and have always considered 
this wishful thinking or a flight of fancy. 
But then its not up to me, but to the Black 
masses themselves. 


So far, we have made little more than the 
arguements that many socialists and Anar- 
chists have made for years against certain 
kinds of nationalism. However, it would be 
extremely unfair not to point out that groups 
like the Black Panther Party, League of 


Revolutionary Black Workers ( and even the 


SNCC in the late 1960’s), though calling 
themselves “revolutionary black national- 
ists”, in fact did not call for or actually 
struggle to obtain a nation state in Africa or 
on the existing land-territory of the United 
States. It appears that they had adopted 
some variant of socialist doctrine, and had 
as their primary motivation the toppling of 
the existing capitalist state/empire. Their 
position radically differed from the Cultural 
( Afrocentric), Religious, and other variant 
nationalist tendencies. The BPP especially 
was an advanced political formation which 
did much pioneering theoretical and orga- 
nizing work on race and class issues, and 
although we have many disagreements with 
their vanguardist and authoritarian political 
structures, we have much in common 
philosophically. 

We too believe in armed self-de- 
fense, but we believe it is the people at- 
large, not a political party, which must be 
organized in self-defense units. We too 
believe in armed struggle, but believe the 
masses extending an insurrection to a social 
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secret army. But, in common with the Black 
Panthers, the Black autonomists believe that 
even before capitalism is defeated, we can 
begin to turn our communities into dual 
power communes, from which we can wage 
a protracted struggle with capitalism and its 
agents. We believe in common with the 
Panthers and the League of Revolutionary 
Black Workers that the Black working class 
will be the decisive factor in any such 
struggle, not the middle class. And in 
common with SNCC, we think the role of 
the organizer is not to lead people, but to 
empower them and let them take over their 
own local struggles. We also believe that 
our communities are colonies or semi- 
colonies which are totally under the control 
of the state. But we do not believe in poli- 
tics or electoralism in any form, and reject 
coalitions with Liberals or social democrats. 
Finally, like the Black Panthers, and 
contrary to today’s Nation of Islam and its 
spokesmen , we believe that there were 
socio-economic factors which accounted for 
both slavery and racism, not because whites 
are “ice people” or “devils”, or other such 
[reactionary] nonsense. This system pro- 
duces racism / white supremacy, and it is 
this capitalist system which must be de- 
stroyed to get rid of it! So this is who we 
are, fighters for human rights, self-determi- 
nation, and freedom for our people and our 
class. 
The Panthers proved how dangerous Black 
revolutionaries can be to this system, now 
we will finish the job! 





PROVISIONAL 





1.) We want an end to police 
brutality in our community and 
the complete withdrawl of all 
existing police forces. We want 
the creation of a volunteer Black 
community self-defense force. 
2.) We want an end to racism 
and all forms of white su- 
premacy. 

3.) We demand full employment 
of the Black community. 

4.) We want and call for world- 
wide social revolution and the 
dismantling of the system 0 
capitalist imperialism. 

5.) We want and call for the dis- 
mantling of all nation-states, 
governments, and their replace- 
ment with revolutionary com- 
munes. 

6.) We want an end to 
homelessness. We want decent 
housing, fit for human beings. 
7.) We want the immediate re- 
lease of all political prisoners, 
prisoners of war, and victims of 
racial injustice. 

8.) We want an end to 
Amerikkka’s imperialist wars 
and the use of Black people and 
other non-white peoples as can- 
non fodder. 

9.) We want the freedom and 
unity of our people all over the 
world. 

10.) We want autonomy; free- 
dom to determine for ourselves 
how to solve our problems, re- 
build our communities, and 
move forward. 


Ww 





by Bilal Nine 


Representing in Bell Park, Houston 
anarchists and other anti-authoritarians gath- 
ered to discuss issues and actions. During the 
meeting, one of the participants goes through 
this whole ramble about his experiences with 
cholos and other gang members out in the 
South West. He goes through this chest-beat- 
ing rant on how he tells the bangers there how 
stupid they are for banging and how cool he 
is ( or at least that’s the gist of what he was 
telling us and these “stupid” gangtas) for be- 
ing a revolutionary anarchist. Wow, I guess 
that phucked ‘em up and they’d bow their 
heads in shame, but the gangstas would re- 
pent their “stupidity” by becoming a “cool @ 
dude” like their “revolutionary” savior. 

Now before you all start trippin’ thinking ’'m 
coming of that “ Hey, you white radicals must 
treat us colored people with the respect of sa- 
cred cows (like the liberals and Marxists) tip 
or playing “P.C.” cop, let me point out that 
I’m assuming the following contexts: (A.) 
The guy could’ ve been on that radical white 
male paternalistic tip. (B.) Maybe he was just 
to show us all at the gathering what a cool 
rapport he has with tha gangstas and it just 
came out wrong, or: (C.) He just wasn’t think- 
ing. 

Well, what the phuck are you getting at Bilal? 





NEW 


O.K., I’ve read somewhere recently that 
Lorenzo Komboa Ervin, ex- Panther, now a 
straight up [ Black autonomist ] anarchist, has 
outwardly accused the Love & Rage network 
of sleeping on the issue and attempts of ra- 
cially diversifying the Love & Rage move- 
ment. This is the same shit that he, as well as 
Afrikan fighters have had to face: the inher- 
ent Eurocentrism that’s on thè d.l. in most 
white dominated movements. Blax must 
study the past failures made by individual 
Afrikan fighters (activists) as we choose the 
roads of liberation. As an Afrikan anti-au- 
thoritarian, I had to glare at the sad truth of 
what bougee black nationalism would do to 
the Black massive. Black gays and lesbians, 
non-Muslims or Christians, Ifa practitioners, 
women, and scientific Black revolutionists 
would find themselves under a boot- heel if 
they are to live under the present Black na- 
tionalist leadership here in amerikkka. 


















SnIPT 


The Marxist-Leninists would definitely try to- 
fade any attempts of people of color in deter- 
mining their own autonomy. All you gotta do 
is look at the various left groups in their poli- 
tics regarding people of color.....in that they 
either try assimilating one or two ideas of 
some past Afrikan fighters like Malcolm X, 
Assata Shakur, or Fred Hampton to their own. 
At the same time, they will have the nuts to 
condemn the bougee nationalists to deter a 
person of color; leaving only two doors-one 
open for the Blax to join the left ranx, and the 
second door closed to self-determination of 
Afrikans. Do they want to be subjected to a 
carbon copy of a system that they’ve been 
oppressed under, or no? But the most scan- 
dalous game players are the fronts that the left 
play up in the same way Nike, Fila, or a malt 
brew company use a Black face to sell their 
product. I wanna be like Mike, I wanna be 
like Cornel (West), I 

wanna be like Angela (Davis), I wanna be like 
Carl (Dix), etc... 

Front lawn jockeys for the amerikkkan left 
plantation. I love it when they parade these 
symbolic puppets for recruitment during times 
of uprisings and riots to pose as “leaders” who 
will guide us to a righteous form of revolu- 
tion as dictated by the vanguard party. Like 
the Progressive Labor Party (PLP) did with “ 
Leathia” during the L.A. uprising. , 

Not saying that racial barriers shouldn’t be 
faded for the common purpose of overthrow- 
ing our enemy, the main purpose of the Bell 


=Parkgathering wasto figureout how toreach __ 


out to each other in order to get action and 
political work rolling in Houston. But if Blax 
and people of color don’t examine the past 
roles that were played in our fight for libera- 
tion, self-determination, and self definition, 
by “allies” of the past that have phucked us 
and made our own progressives impotent in 
their vanguard party cages, then we shouldn’t 
even think of stepping to anyone as an ally 
today. `“ 





THE 
AMERICAN 
GOVERNMENT: 
THE BEST 


ARGUMENT 


FOR 
ANARCHISM 


by Lorenzo Komboa Ervin 

[ Editor’s Note: This is Part One of Four sections of 
an essay published in the latest edition of Lorenzo 
Ervin’s book entitled “Anarchism and the Black 
Revolution and other Essays” that we will be 





running in this and future issues of Black Au- 
tonomy. Let us know what you think... ] 


Amerikkka: The Best Argument for Anarchism 

In the United States of America, authoritar- 
ian conditioning in the family, schools, prisons, the 
Church and other social institutions is stronger than 
anywhere else on earth. The “work ethic” ( which 
capitalists use to drive workers to death!), milita- 
rism, sexism, violence, sexual repression and other 
negative values are constantly drummed into the 
populace by the American government, corpora- 
tions, media, and the dominant culture. America is 
undoubtedly the most violent, mentally sick country 
on the globe and the most powerful and dangerous, 
with millions of guns among the populace and 
thousands of nuclear weapons wielded by the 
government. It would be a real test of the worth of 
Anarchist ideals if we can change the social and 
economic structure, and the cultural atmosphere of 
this country; which is the most important and 
powerful empire in history. 





If Anarchism is established in the United States and 
takes over the political and social life of the people 
of this territory, it can be established anywhere! 


Law and Government in America 

The American government (like all govern- 
ments) says it is based on the rule of law, rather than 
of men and that allegedly laws are meant to protect 
society. Neither is true. The State is not the society, 
the people or the nation, it is the coercive apparatus 
(police, army, courts, etc.) while government is its 
political and administrative apparatus. Laws are not 
meant to protect society, but to protect capitalist 
property and to repress the working class. Law is an 
instrument of coercive class rule. 
Politicians, judges, police officers and other public 
officials are chosen for their trustworthiness “to the 
tule of law”, but not in a neutral sense, they are 
agents of the State and do only its bidding, even 
when they have any qualms. That is why the argu- 
ment about the “good cop” is a joke. All cops are 
hired to repress the working class, not just to “protect 
society”; their job makes it possible for the capitalist 
to have a stable social environment so that he can 
make profits. 
The law is an artificial device used to protect the rich 
and punish the poor, and cops and politicos are 
the folks who do the dirty work to protect this 
corrupt system. They are political prostitutes and lap 
dogs of the big capitalists. This is true even if they 
don’t recognize it or believe it. 
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They have been able to build an aura of 
personal integrity, unquestioned social acceptance, 
fear and respect among the common people, almost 
like that of a medieval nobleman or knight to a serf. 
But this facade has been tarnished in recent years, 
and the crimes and corruption of these officials is- 
exposed to all and sundry. In just the last twenty 
years, there have been major exposes like Watergate 
and other political corruption cases. And along with 
police crime cases, these have badly shaken the 
system like nothing before! Bribery, rape, robbery, 
fraud, drug dealing, conspiracy, wiretapping and 
spying, burglary, even contract murder have been 
exposed in the last few years. Capitalism is inher- 
ently corrupt, it is a system based on exploitation and 
theft. 

The truth is that any government, Russian, 
Chinese, Cuban, French, British, or American is 
based on crime, corruption and organized violence. 
Since America says it is the leader of the “free 
world” and the world’s policeman, then it is more 
corrupt than most. But the institution of the State is 
the ultimate crime; government is a gigantic con 
game, and it goes something like this: the Capitalists 
are the pimps, the politicians are the whores, the 
cops are the enforcers, and the workers are the 
“tricks”. We’re being ripped off daily; it’s time we 
ripped up national flags and built a workers’ world. 
Down with government, and all forms of nation- 
state oppression! 
[ Next Issue: The A 








Sheriff's Deputy Bill Rice and an accomplice assault Sarah Bad Heart Bull on February 6, 1973, 
setting off the Custer Courthouse “Riot” in which part of the town burned. AIM had come to 
Custer to demand that charges against Darld Schmitz, murderer of Bad Heart Bull’s son, be 


rchis Against Represen- upgraded from manslaughter. Schmitz ultimately went free while a number of AIM protesters, 





tative Government! ] 


THESE 
PRISONERS 
NEED YOUR 

SUPPORT! 


OJORE N. LUTALO CN-861059860 NEW 
JERSEY STATE PRISON 

Ojore Lutalo is a New Afrikan political 
prisoner in the New Jersey State Prison’s Maximum 
Control Unit (M.C.U.). He was involved in the 
Black Liberation Movement of the 1970's, becoming 
an anarchist “* without any regrets” in 1975 under 
the tutalege of the late Black Liberation Army 
soldier and anarchist political prisoner Kuwasi 
Balagoon. He was originally jailed in 1975 for 
armed robbery, but was paroled in 1980, In 1982, 
Ojore was re-arrested after an armed attack on a drug 
dealer. “ The overall strategy behind assaulting drug 
dealers”, says Ojore, “* is to secure monies to finance 
ones activities and to rid oppressed communities of 
drug dealers.” 




















ABDUL AZIZ, 

AKA WARREN BALLENTINE 
ABDUL HAQQ 

ABDUL MAJID 
ALBERT ‘NUH’ WASHINGTON 
AWALI STONEMAN 

BASHIR HAMEED/YORK 
CHARLES SCOTT 

CHARLES SIMMS AFRICA 
DEBI SIMMIS AFRICA 
DELBERT ORR AFRICA 
DWAYNE HOLMES 


including Sarah, were imprisoned. (Photo: Akwesasne Notes) 


He was sentenced to 20-40 years in prison 
and since 1986 has been confined to the MCU at 
New Jersey State Prison ( formerly known as 
Trenton State Prison) along with 70 other predomi- 
nantly Black radicals who the prison authorities keep 
under constant observation and isolation from the 
general prison population (as well as each other) for 
fear of their revolutionary, direct action ideas 
spreading and inspiring others. In February of 1993, 
Ojore and four other political prisoners filed a 
lawsuit along with three radical newspapers on 


“grounds that the New Jersey-Department of Correc#= 


tions violated their civil rights by issuing a directive 
banning several pro- revolution newspapers and 
magazines, including Arm The Spirit and the Black 
Panther Community News. For information on what 
you can do to assist this brother to win his freedom, 
you can write to him directly: Ojore N. Lutalo CN- 
861059860. New Jersey State Prison. Trenton, 
New Jersey MCU.08625. USA. 


HERMAN BELL No. 790262 Sawangunk 
Correctional Facilty, New York 


Herman Bell joined the Black Panther Party shortly 
after arriving in Oakland in the fall of 1967, inspired 
by their revolutionary program and actions which 
did so much good for the Black community. By 
January 1971, Bell was forced "underground" 
because of the FBI's intensified assaults upon 
Panther members as part of the infamous Cointelpro 
program, in which hudreds were killed and thosands 
more jailed or forced into exile. On September 
2,1973 Bell was captured and extradited to New 
York where he was convicted on trumped up charges 
of killing two NYPD officers and sentenced to life in 
prison without possibility of parole until he had 
served 25 years. Like many political prisoners, he 
was singled out for special treatment, being placed in 
a Behavioral Modification Unit for not renouncing 
his political beliefs- To this day he remains locked 
down. Herman Bell No.790262 Shawangunk 
Correctional Facility Box 700 Wallkill, New York 
12589 









SOME BLACK/NEW AFRIKAN POLITICAL PRISONERS AND POWs HELD IN U.S. PRISONS 


FRED HAMPTON, JR. 

GARY TYLER 

GERONIMO JI JAGA (PRATT) 
HAKI MALIK ARDULLAH 
HANIF SHABAZZ BEY 
HERMAN BELL 

JALIL ABDUL MUNTAQIM 
JANINE PHILLIPS AFRICA 
JANET HOLLOWAY AFRICA 
JIHAD ABDUL MUMIT 
Kojo BOMANI SABABU 
KALIMA ASWAD 


MALIKI SHAKUR. LATINE 
MARK COOK 


MERLE AUSTIN AFRICA 
MICHAEL DAVIS AFRICA 
MOHAMAN GEKUA KOTI 
MONDO LANGA 

MUMIA ABU-JAMAL 
MUTULU SHAKUR 
RAPHAEL KWESI JOSEPH 
RICHARD MAFUNDI LAKE 
RICHARD THOMPSON-EL 


MARSHALL EDDIE CONWAY 


SUNDIATA ACOLI 

No.39794-066. Leavenworth,Kansas 

Like Herman Bell, Sundiata Acoli was also a 
member of the Black Panther Party. In 1969, he was 
arrested in connection with the Panther 21 case. 
After being held without bail for two years, he was 
aquitted. Following his release, the FBI made it 
absolutely impossible for his to secure a job by 
intimidating potential employers. He, too, was forced 
into hiding due to the Cointelpro program. In 
May,1973 he and two others were ambushed on the 
New Jersey turnpike by state troopers. One comrade, 
Zayd Shakur, was killed. Acoli and Assata Shakur 
(now in exile in Cuba) were taken into custody. 
Soon after sentencing,Sundiata Acoli was placed in a 
Maximum Control Unit (MCU) cell even smaller 
than what is required for a German Shepard dog; 
sentenced to life plus thirty years.He now is held in 
the Federal prison at Leavenworth.Sundiata 
Acoli,no. 39794-066. PO Box 1000 
Leavenworth,Kansas 66048. 








ROBERT SETH HAYES 
RUCHELL CINQUE MCGEE 


SEKOU KAMBUI 

SEKOU ODINGA > .WRITE 
Suxpata Acorn A LETTER TOA 
TEDDY “JAH” HEATH 

THOMAS WARNER PRISON FR 
WILLIAM ALLEN TODAY! 


WILLIAM PHILLIPS AFRICA 
Support Our Freedom 
Fighters! 


(A 








BLACK ANARCHISTS IN HISTORY 


[Editor's Note: In each issue of BLACK AUTONOMY, 
we feature revolutionary anarchists of African descent 
as part of our commitment to celebrate the contribu- 
tions and hidden history of Black revolutionary cul- 
ture and the people who sacrificed their freedom, and 
in many cases their lives, in defense of poor people 


and to promote real liberation for all. It is this type of 


knowledge that reactionaries, both white and black, 
don’t want you to know about...they know the Power of 
a strong , rebellious mind that is beyond their control. 
We hope that this on-going series of articles, as well 
as the rest of the newspaper, will help to encourage 
and develop the basic senses of “ think for self” and 
“an injury to one is an injury to all” that reside in all 
of us, but are discouraged by the various totalitarians 
and the State they support.] 


She was considered “more dangerous than a thousand 
rioters” by Chicago police. She was considered an elo- 
quent and fiery orator by her comrades. But above all, 
besides being a founding member of the International 
Working People’s Association (TWPA) and the Indus- 
trial Workers of the World (IWW), as well as the wife 
of “Haymarket Martyr” Albert Parsons, Lucy Par- 
sons was a firm believer in revolution by the people 
themselves. Not much is known about her early life 
except that she was born somewhere in Texas in 1853 
to slave parents. She met her future husband, Albert, a 
former Confederate soldier and abolitionist around 
1867 while doing actions to stop lynchings in around 
the Waco area. Actions including the advocating and 
practice of armed self-defense against the Ku Klux Klan 
and other racists. She was one of the staunchest advo- 
cates of armed direct actions against racist Southern- 
ers of the 19th century, often taking heat from other 
abolitionists because of her fully logical and revolu- 
tionary position as well as her gender. After several 
arrests of her and her husband, as well as threats made 
against them and their children, they moved to Chi- 
cago, Illinois in 1873. 

It was in Chicago that she and her husband were intro- 
duced to anarchism by German and Italian immigrants 
who lived in the working class ghettos of the city. It 
„was there that she and. other anarchists, for 


ing on in the area. 

The struggle she is most noted for participat- 
ing in was the General Strike for an Eight-Hour Work 
Day in 1886. It was a struggle which culminated in the 
famous Haymarket Riot on May 4, 1886 which began 
when an unknown person tossed a bomb into a large 
group of Chicago police officers that had come to break 
up the demonstration while Lucy’s husband, Albert, 
was addressing the crowd. Police responded by firing 
on the strikers, who then proceeded to defend them- 
selves with whatever they could get their hands on. In 
the end, one policeman lay dead, along with several 
strikers, and hundreds more were arrested, including 
Lucy and her husband. In the trial that followed Albert 
Parsons.and seven others were convicted of conspiracy, 
inciting to riot, and murder. They were hanged in 1887; 
Lucy served some jail time and was forced to pay a 
hefty fine. At the time of his execution, Albert had 
been working on a manuscript entitled, “Anarchism: 
Its Philosophy and Scientific Basis”. Lucy went on to 
finish it and had 300 copies published, before Chicago 
police raided the IWPA headquarters and confiscated 


ANARCHISM 
IN ACTION- 


Spain, 1936-39. 


[Editor's Note: In each issue of Black Autonomy ,we 


feature stories of liberation struggles fought by 


ordinary poor people who took up anarchist/ anti- 
authoritarian priciples and direct action tactics. We 
do this to demonstrate to our ideological opponents 
ow both the “Left” and “Right” of the viability our 
our ideas in a historical context, as well as to help in 
the spreading of many of the concepts touched on 
throughout this newspaper in hopes that the reader 
will go out and find out for his or herself if what we 
say is the truth. ] 


-1 MASS-MEETI 


“TWPA in 188las a response to the labor struggles go- 


LUCY PARSONS 


Lucy Parsons kept the memory of the 
Haymarket Massacre alive throughout her long life, 
authoring her husband’s biography and staying on a 
regular schedule of speaking engagements; which more 
often than not landed her in a city jail: 


She collaborated on various revolutionary projects with 
such names in American anarchism as Emma Goldman 
and Alexander Berkman, and as well as had dialogues 
with European anarchists such as Italian-born Errico 
Malatesta ( who advocated “propaganda by the deed”: 
bombings, destruction of the property of the wealthy, 
assassination of heads of state, etc) and Russian theo- 
rist Peter Kropotkin (founder of “anarchist-commu- 
nism” ). She wrote for the anarchist newspapers “Free- 
dom” ( 1891-92) and “ The Liberator” ( 1905-06), as 
well as writing articles for a host of other anarchist, 
socialist, and communist newspapers. She was a mem- 
ber of Social Democracy in 1897 and was a co-founder 
of the [WW in 1905. Even from ideological opponents 
she earned both respect and admiration for her uncom- 
promising views and willingness to totally commit- 
ting herself to the liberation of the poorest of the poor. 


During a 1915 Hunger Strike in which she was arrested, 
several Christian and liberal activists came to her aid, 
offering bail money and legal defense. 

Well into old age, Lucy Parsons continued her legacy 
of agitation and organizing, claiming once that “Every 
jail on the Pacific coast knows me!” Her last speech 
was delivered on May 1,1941 as she rode on the float 
built by the workers of the Mc Cormick Reaper Works 
in Chicago. She denounced the brutality of the police 
and hired Mafia thugs brought in to break the strike. 
By that time she was legally blind and had to use a 
walker to get around. 


Attention ‘Weorkingmen! 








TO-NIGHT, at 7.30 o'clock, 


qn ar Trou se 


HAYMARKET, Randolph St, Bet Desplaines and Halsted. 


Good Speakers will be. present to denounce the latest 
gieocions act of the police, the shooting of our 
fellow-workmen yesterday afternoon. 


Workingmen Arm Yourselves and Appear in Full Force! 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


ehtung, Wrbeiter! 
Geofe 
Majen- Verjammiung 
Heute Ubend, 8 Whr, auf sem 
Heummarkt, Siana u. Banen e 
EP Gute Redner werden den weueften Sdhurtenfireich der Polizer 
indem fie geftern Rachmittag unfere Grider eridofe geifeln. 


WAH Arbeiter, bewaffnet Guh snd erigeint maficngatt! 

















announcement for the Haymarket meeting. 


In July of 1936 the Fascist dominated Span- 
ish armed forces and their supporters amongst the 
middle and upper class civilian population rebelled 
against the liberal government formed“after the abdi- 


cation of the King. 7 
For General Francisco Franco, the leader of 


the Spanish Fascist party. known as the Falange (pro- 
nounced Fa-lan-key in Spanish) , this was his moment 
in the sun. With no army or navy to defend it, the gov- 
ernment of Caballero would fall. Or so he thought. 
Caballero, at the request of the parliament ( known as 
the Generaliat), quickly ordered the arming of all able- 
bodied workers in the cities, towns, and rural areas to 
defend the republic. This was the moment that work- 
ers, peasants, and their representative organizations 
throughout Spain had been waiting for: THE REVO- 


LUTION! : ci 
A government, without the backing of any military 


force, had no means to impose its will upon the poor. 
The CNT ( Confederation National de Trubadors) the 
anarchist-dominated and largest 





On March 7,1942 the wood stove used for 
cooking and heating in her home caught fire. She 
was unable to get out before the flames consumed 
her. Her close friend George Markstall, came home 
from grocery shopping to see the house fully 
engulfed in flames. Rushing in to save her, he was 
quickly over come by smoke and died the next day at 
a local hospital. Prior to her death, she had willed all 
of her. property to the Pioneer Aid and Support 
Association, including a library of her late husband’s 
rare and out of print books. Before the ashes of what 
had once been her home had cooled, FBI agents ran 
in and confiscated what was left of her belongings, 
including the remaining salvageable books. 

Lucy Parsons spent 75 of her 89 years 
fighting for the rights of working class people of all 


- races. She is yet one more example of an individual 


who dove in head first to struggle for what we all 
deserve as human beings...freedom and real justice; 
by any means necessary! 


“ If some tyrants 
must be put out of 
the way, it should be 
looked upon as a 
blessing, inasmuch 
as the more 


oppressors dead, 


and the fewer alive, E: 
the freer will be the ~~ 


e 


were 


world.” - Lucy 
Parsons. 
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Anarchist militia dances the Aragonese Jota during 


a break in the Sehingg 
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“King Kong" a celebrated armoured car. 
for its machine gun. It was delivered to the 
Union of Barcelona on the A ugust 6. 


trade union (with an estimated 1.5 million members) 
in Spain had been waiting for this moment since its 
founding 60 years prior to the outbreak of civil war. 
Along with socialist and smaller communist organi- 
zations, the CNT and its affiliate organization the FAI 
( Federation of Anarchists of Iberia ) ran the Fascist 
columns out of cities and rural areas throughout Spain; 
forcing Franco to regroup in Morocco, North Africa _ 
and the splintered Falange troops ( now allied with 
religious and conservative reactionary forces) to fight 
a running guerrilla battle with armed workers and peas- 
ants. With the Fascist movement subdued for the mo- 
ment, the anarchists began the reconstruction of soci- 
ety in their revolutionary vision of equality for all, 
without the bureaucracy, hierarchical rigidity, and dog- 
matism of a “government”. 


Collectivization of expropriated factories and 
farms was swift and immediate. The few small shop 
owners and land lords who remained were given the 
ultimatum: “ Join the collectives as equal partners in 
the revolution or toil by yourselves without the help of 
any worker.” In other parts of Spain, poor people were 
not so diplomatic with the petit-bourgeosie-and often 
took over their property; burning all records of owner- 
ship and killing the individual if he or she resisted. As 
arule, land owners who had previously employed peas- 
antry to work the vast vineyards of the wine-making 
classes more often than not found themselves at the 
end of a hangman’s noose as revenge for their past 
authoritarian behavior. 


Not even the Catholic church was immune, 

for many poor people who had suffered under past 
military or monarchist regimes that had been supported 
by the Church looted and burned these symbols of op- 
pression. The killing of nuns, monks, and priests was 
an almost daily event in many villages. An event that 
was a source of entertainment and an assertion of newly 
created collective power by the formerly oppressed 
masses. 
The day to day functioning of society under the anar- 
chist model of organization operated through the par- 
ticipatory democracy of all the workers in a given col- 
lective in “general assemblies”. From there, a repre- 
sentative would be chosen to speak on behalf of the 
group at a meeting of the representatives of the vari- 
ous collectivized industries in a city or village. 
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The first of its kind with a rotary turret 
Durruti Column by the CNT metallurgical” 





These representatives received the same pay 
or amount of rationed goods as any other worker and 
his or her duties as a representative came only after the 
work day was done; so there was no separation be- 
tween the worker or representative. Also, this individual 
was subject to immediate recall at any time by a vote 
of the general assembly. If a delegate got out of hand 


a ak crags at others, it was expected that settee see Freedom. Press... 
“others would swiftly take steps to curb a person’s uaaa anc ee 


attitude, and they often did...with a fist, boot, or bullet 
when persuasion wasn’t working. There was never a 
“permanent” position held by any group or individual; 
it was expected that tasks be rotated to include every- 
one in the functioning of society. The economy was 
run along the same lines as well. What ever was plen- 
tiful was handed out freely and whatever was scarce 
was rationed out according to the type of work a per- 
son did and how many he had in his family. Children 
always got the best of everything and were always first 
served when it came to clothes, food, shelter, and medi- 
cal care. Those who did heavy labor got the largest 
amount of food per person ( after children ) since 
they needed to keep their strength up and energy level 
high. This type of rationing per person and household 
was possible because the collectives in the villages and 
cities made a great effort to provide self-sufficiency to 
the entire community through community farming and 
trade with other neighboring collectives; all of which 
were voluntarily federated with each other under a 
common revolutionary program and purpose, as well 
as out of necessity for continued survival since by this 
time air raids were a daily occurrence and foreign troops 
from Germany (sent by Hitler) and Italy ( sent by 
Mussolini) had joined on the side of Fascism and 
Franco. 

Foreign troops also joined on the side of the 
revolutionaries and liberal government forces from 
England, France, the United States, Canada, Germany 
(anti-Hitler communists), and Italy (anti-Mussolini 
socialists). All the major world powers refused to send 
aid except Joseph Stalin, the leader of the Soviet Union 
who replaced Lenin in 1923. 








What could have been a decisive win for the 
forces of revolution soon became a struggle for power 
between the anarchists of the CNT/FAI ( who unified 
with the socialist Union of General Trubadors or UGT 
in 1937) , the Spanish Communist Party backed by 
Stalin and the Russian Red Army, and the Spanish lib- 
eral government of Caballero. The better equipped and 
trained Communists were winning on several fronts, 
despite the impending invasion of Fascists on several 
others. But Stalin had other plans, including the liqui- 
dation of his ideological opponents. Aligning himself 
with the government, the Russian leader through the 
Spanish Communist Party began to fabricate stories of 
certain groups of anarchists and other Marxist parties 
like the POUM ( Party of Unified Marxists ) plotting 
with Falange forces. Mass arrests and “show trials” 
for so-called “enemies of the people” and “traitors”, 
followed by deportation and execution soon began 
occurring regularly. The boiling point came on May 
Day 1937 when Communist and pro-government 
troops stormed an anarchist run telephone exchange, 
resulting in a three-day stand off in which hundreds 
were killed or wounded and troops who were desper- 
ately needed at the front-returned to Barcelona to de- 
fend their revolution from the counter-revolutionary 
activities of the Communists. Attacks and show trials 
were soon occurring all across Spain, meanwhile Fas- 
cist forces took advantage of the disunity and pushed 
their advance towards the capital of Madrid. 

By 1939, General Francisco Franco had seized 
power in Spain and had begun his own executions of 
anarchists, socialists, communists, and liberal pro- 
government forces. The Spanish Communist Party 
continued to operate as a terrorist organization well 
into the early 1970’s, never recapturing their past short- 
lived glory. Francisco Franco, with the blessing of the 
Catholic church, ruled Spain with an “iron fist” until 
his death in 1975. The CNT is still in existence in Spain, 
carrying on organizing amongst the working class and 
keeping the hope of freedom alive. 


For Further reading: 
“Living My Life-Vol.2”- Emma Goldman 
“The People Armed” Buenaventura Durruti 
"The Anarchist Collectives"-Sam Dolgof 


n . . ` * n 
‘Spain: Revolution and Counter-Revolution"- 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 


TIRED OF THE BULLSHIT OF BOTH THE RIGHT AND LEFT? HAD 
ENOUGH OF SELF-APPOINTED “LEADERS” AND THEIR PUBLICA- 
TIONS THAT TREAT YOU LIKE YOU’RE A CHUMP? SICK OF GOVERN- 
MENT BUREAUCRATS THAT SEE US AS NOTHING MORE THAN 
NUMBERS? LOOKING FOR A PUBLICATION THAT DARES TO 
PRESENT A REAL ALTERNATIVE TO ALL THE NATIONALIST META- 
PHYSICAL RHETORIC AND LIBERAL DOGMA THAT KEEPS US ALL ON 
OUR KNEES?! WHAT ARE WAITING FOR? MAKE YOURSELF KNOWN! 
REPRESENT! HOOK UP WITH THE COMING BLACK REVOLUTION! 
SUBSCRIBE TO BLACK AUT MY! 


Every issue is packed full of news, views, and analysis from African anti- 
authoritarian revolutionists in the US and around the world! Featured articles on 
our hidden history such as “Black Anarchists in History” and on struggles 
against oppresion and authoritarianism being waged by poor people all over the 
world! For $10, you keep link to all of this and more. For our brothers and 
sisters in the prison system, subscriptions are absolutely FREE! Just fill out the 
coupon to the right. 
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WHILE IT’S TRUE THAT “KNOWELEGE IS POWER”, ITS ALSO TRUE 
THAT IN ORDER TO COMBAT AND DEFEAT ORGANIZED CRIME ( 
SUCH AS THE RACE AND CLASS-BASED OPPRESSION KNOWN THE 
WORLD OVER AS “AMERIKKKANISM” ), AN ORGANIZATION OF THE 
MOST DIRECTLY AFFECTED ( THOSE WHO LIVE IN POVERTY OR 
WORK FOR “CHUMP CHANGE”; THE MAJORITY OF BLACK PEOPLE ) 
WHICH TAKES THAT KNOWELEGE AND USES IT AS AMMUNITION ( 
IN THE FORM OF “DIRECT ACTION”, AS WELL AS SHARING WHAT 
WE LEARN WITH THE REST OF OUR PEOPLE ) IN THE ON-GOING 
STRUGGLE FOR BLACK LIBERATION IS A NECESSITY. THIS ORGANI- 
ZATION ISN’T DOWN WITH THE WAY THINGS ARE. WE WON’T SIT 
DOWN AND WE WON’T SHUT UP... AND IF NECESSARY WE’LL STAND 
UP AND DELIVER A BEAT DOWN TO THE FIRST, SECOND, AND LAST 
MOTHERFUCKER WHO TRIES TO TELL US WHAT “OUR PLACE” IS! 
WHAT WE WANT IS VERY SIMPLE: A WORLD IN WHICH THE FOR- 
MERLY OPPRESSED ARE FREE AS INDIVIDUALS AND AS A GROUP TO 
REALIZE OUR FULLEST POTENTIAL AS MUCH AS HUMANLY POS- 
SIBLE WITHOUT THE INTERFERENCE ANY STATE, GROUP, OR INDI- 
VIDUAL WHO THINKS THEY CAN PLAY “GOD” WITH OUR LIVES OR 
THE LIVES OF OTHERS. DOZENS OF PROJECTS, RANGEING FROM 
PRISON SUPPORT TO OUR AMBITIOUS “POOR PEOPLES’ SURVIVAL 
NETWORK”, ARE JUST WAITING FOR THE IDEAS, ENERGY, AND 
DEDICATION OF REVOLUTION-MINDED BLACK MEN AND WOMEN. 


WHAT ARE YOU WAITING- FOR?! at 


BLACK AUTONOMY MAILORDER 


Support the Black Liberation struggle being fought here in the “belly of the 
beast!” 





“Anarchism and The Black Revolution and other Essays” by Lorenzo Komboa 
Ervin. 

The newly updated sequel with additional essays on Black Liberation from an 

anti-authoritarian perspective. A “must have” for anyone who is serious about 
our liberation! Proceeds go to Lorenzo and the FBCP. $ 10.00+ postage. 


From Death Row, This is Mumia Abu-Jamal! 

The commentaries that National Public Radio (NPR) was too chickenshit to air! 
15 five-min. commentaries on subjects ranging from the treatment of Political 
Prisoners to homelessness. All proceeds go to Equal Justice ,USA for the 
campaign to keep Mumia from being executed. Buying this audio cassette tape 
could help save his life! $ 8.00+postage. 


Mark Cook Freedom Committee T-Shirts 
Help support Washington State’s only political prisoner, Mark Cook ( Washing- 


ton State Reformatory, Monroe, Wa. # 027100). A former member of the Black 
Panther Party, who has served 18 years because the state ignored a judge’s order 
that could have set him free years earlier. Included is information on Mark’s case. 
We have a special responsibility to support our brothers and sisters who are 
locked down in the dungeons of Amerikkka! $ 18.00 + postage. 


Important Message! We are sorry to announce that the pamphlets we offered in 
BLACK AUTONOMY #1 have been discontinued. The three items listed above 
is all we have in stock. Order early so you can get your merchandise before we 
Tun out! 
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ORDER FORM 


YES! Finally a newspaper and organization that speaks out when the State and 
its supporters try silence poor Black people and other oppresed nationalities. 
Fuck Uncle Scam! Here’s my $10 for one (1) year’s suscription BLACK 
AUTONOMY, A Newspaper of Anarchism and Black Revolution. [ ] ( 
check here). 

I’m interested in finding out more about the Federati f Black 


Partisans. Please send me more information. [ ] (check here ) 


mmuni: 


BLACK AUTONOMY MAILORDER ITEMS 





Item: 

How Many: Size: (S/M/L) Total ($): 

Would You like to contribute towards our prisoner subscription 
fund? 

Yes: No: If So, How Much?: 


Would You like to contribute towards the Poor Peoples Survival 
Network? Yes:___ No:____ If, So How Much?: 


Name: 
Address: 
City: 
Zip: 
Country: 

Prisoner Number ( if applicable): 








State: 
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Make all checks or money orders out in US funds to: 
F.B.C.P. Publications 

Mail to: 

Black Autonomy/FBCP 

attn:Greg Jackson 

323 Broadway Ave E. Box #914 

Seattle, Wa 98102. 


SUPPORT BOOKS TO PRISONERS! 


Books To Prisoners (BTP) is an all volunteer, non-profit project created 15 
years ago by Left Bank collective members. It recieved non-profit status 
under the New Society Educational Foundation in Philadelphia,soasto = — = 
better fulfil the educational needs of prisoners. It is one of only four nation- n 
„yide and recieves 600+ requests per month from individuals and_prisoner- à —- 
es. Since it is all volunteer, with no paid positions (or bosses wa 
for that matter [!] ), it greatest expenses are postage, handling, and new Se 
books. They are always in need of Black history/ studies materials and legal 
aid publications, as well as up-to-date high school/ college prep texts. 














Please send your tax-deductable suggested contribution of $30.00, $50.00,or 
$100.00 today. Its one of the most direct and simple ways you can support our 
people held in the gulags of Amerikkka. 


For more info or to send a donation write or call: 
Books To Prisoners 92 Pike St. Box “A” Seattle, Wa 98101. (206) 622-0195. 


WANTED: 
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RANDOM 
NOTES 
What we learned 
of shortly before 
going to press.... 


OBITUARIES 


Nigerian Anarchist dies in car accident. - 
Lagos, Nigeria. 

We are sad to report the un- 
timely death of Ifeanyi Chukwu, one 
of the founding members of Nigeria’s 
anarcho-syndicalist union, the Aware- 
ness League (AL), in fatal car accident 
in rural Nigeria. On top of legal 
expenses incurred in fighting state 
oppression and trying to stay out of 
jail while doing it, the AL is also 
starting a fund to pay for the educa- 
tion of Ifeanyi’s eldest daughter. They 
are also working on a book on African 
Anarchism. Donations towards any of 
these things can be made to NENW- 
NYC, 528 5th St, Brooklyn,NY 11215 
or the Awareness League PO Box 1920 
Enugu State, Nigeria. 


Cancer takes the life of EZLN Leader- 
Chiapas, Mexico. 

Yet more tragedy strikes the 
anti-authoritarian struggle. 
Comandanta Ramona, one of two 
leaders of the apatite Liberation 
Army has died of cervical cance 
Mexico City. Ramona 
~tribe,.was known as an articulate 
„Spokeswoman among both Mayans, as 
~ well as Zapatistas, and the indigenous 
populations they represent. She took a 
leading role in the failed peace talks 
with Mexican government officials 
last year. 


We of the Federation of Black Com- 
munity Partisans send out our deep- 
est sympathies for the friends, fami- 
lies, and comrades of both of these 
revolutionaries. May they both rest in 
peace. 








py 
Ifeanyi Chukwu 






MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, BLACK 
REVOLUTION, AND 

LOOKING TOWARDS 

OUR FUTURE. 


As we go to press, yet another 
celebration of MLK’s birthday has 
come and gone, and Black history 
month is rapidly approaching. Gener- 
ally these are times for our people to 







reflect on what the state of Black 
america was , what it is , and what we 
want it to be. To look at where we 
have been as a people and to look at 
where we are going. 


To put it bluntly, things aren’t looking 
all that good in the internal colony. 
Poverty has increased 10 fold , despite 
the liberal rhetoric of how good we all 
have it since the Civil Rights Bill of 
1964 and Affirmative Action. We 
watch as these little concessions that 
so much blood was spilled for are 
weakened in the courts, rolled back in 
various legislative sessions, and often 
completely ignored in the “real world”. 
The passage of the Crime Bill, as well 
as various state sponsored “get tough 
on crime “ initiatives, along with the 
rapidly increasing privatization of 
prisons and prison industries ( so as 
to profit off of our free labor ) paint a 
very dark picture for our future and 
the future of our children. 


Is there anything to look forward to? 
Is the dream of Martin Luther King 
just a dream? Will we “overcome” 
someday? EVER?! Where is this 
“promised land “ King claimed to have 
seen from “the mountain top”? 
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We here at Black Autonomy believe 
that we shall overcome. But not in the 
sense that we give our dignity and 
better sense a back seat to the harsh 
realities of racism and white su- 
premacy. We are not lofty, “pie in the 
sky” liberals who think that if all of us 
have "happy thoughts" and “turn the 
other cheek”, that everything will be 
alright. No, we believe as Malcolm X 
did that our liberation as an op- 
pressed nationality and class will be 
fought not with “feel good” rhetoric or 
fear-based “white devil” nonsense; it 
will be fought BY ANY MEANS 
NECESSARY! What this demands is 
total commitment on the part of the 
entire Black community on the “out- 
side”, as well as in the prisons. The 
dream is alive...unfortunately the 
people around the man who had this 
dream allowed its content to be co- 
opted and taken out of context by the 
very racist, authoritarian, brutal 
government he sought to reason 
with. Yes, attempting to reason with a 
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beast such as “Amerikkka” Je defy 
logic. But along with being hopeful, 
King was also naive. Also, it went 
against his principles to fight this 
beast utilizing its methods. But, as 
they say “hindsight is 20-20”, and 
today we know of the absolute foolish- 
ness of taking up non-violence as an 
ideology. It really is not a question of 
“violence “ verses “ non-violence”, it is 
a question of what will work in a 
given situation according to a specific 
long-term and or short term goal. And, 
above all else, is it principled? 


Before any of this can happen we 
must now (in fact, YESTERDAY) 
begin to do the serious work of elimi- 
nating the obstacles which keep us 
from full liberation. In order to kill 
white supremacy, we must stop 
killing each other! In order to 


discourage ignorance, we must en- 
courage learning ( and I don’t mean 
Just school alone...learn your real 
history and culture; learn what it 
means to be a Black Revolutionary). 
We must begin to break our chains of 
dependence on this evil society and 
begin to create a culture of resistance 
in the neighborhoods in which we live; 

“beginning with ourselves as individu- 
als. A culture that challenges the 
larger white-minded, dehumanizing 
one. We must encourage other poor 
people in other communities to do the 
same...even the small number of 
impoverished white-skinned people. 
They have the potential to be our 
“agents of terror” or “race traitors” 
within the larger white, bourgeois 
community. But the bottom line is 
that we must be the ones to take the 
first steps towards our own freedom, 
while at the same time extending the 
hand of solidarity to other oppressed 
people in the world. 
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So 


Today, it is not a choice between “re- 
publican” or “democrat”, “left” or 
“right”, “liberal” or “conservative”; “ 
black politician” or “white 
politician”....it’s a choice between life 
or death. It a choice between letting 
them think for you....or you thinking 
for yourself ! 


“The Revolution will not be 
televised...the revolution will put you 
in the driver’s seat !”- Gil Scott Heron. 


UNTIL NEXT ISSUE;PEACE... 
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[BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO STRUGGLE § 


Blessed are those who struggle 
Oppression is worse than the grave 
Better to die for a noble cause 
than to live and die a slave 


Blessed are those who courted death 
Who offered their lives to give 

Who dared to rebel, rather than serve 
to die so that we might live 


Blessed are those who took up arms 
and dared to face our foes 

Nat Turner, Vessey, Gabriel, Chinque 
To mention a few names we know 


Í Blessed are the memories of those who were there 
at the Harper's Ferry Raid 

Strong were their hearts, noble their cause 

and great was the price they paid 


Blessed are the voices of those who stood up 
“i and cried out, Let us be free! 

ý Douglas and Garvey and Sojourner Truth 
DuBois and Drew Ali 


Blessed are the giants that we have loved 
and lost to the bullet's sting Z 
| like Malcolm and Medgar and the Panthers who fell jE 
and Martin Luther King 


Í And blessed are the bodies of those who were hung 
from the limbs of the sycamore tree 

Who found end to their hope at the end of a rope 
'cause they dared to attempt to be free 





Up through the years we've continued this fight 
= our lib: attains Per a ‘ 

| And though we have faced insurmountable od 
yet the will to resist remains 


Blessed are the spirits of those who have died 
in the prisons all over this land 

who committed one sin, they stood up like men 
and got iced for just being a man 


Blessed all you who will join with us now 
in this struggle of life and death 
so that freedom and peace will be more than a word 
to the offspring that we have left 
(c) Suliaman El Hadi, The Last Poets 
All Rights Reserved. 'Nuff Respect 
sy 
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